Why I sold farm 
for traveller site 



By JON AUSTIN 

jon. a u st i n <^nq e.c om 

THE man who sold Dale 
Farm to the travellers 
blames Basildon Council 
for “forcing” him to sen. 

Ray Booking, 69, is unre- 
pentant and says council 
actions led to him selling to 
the travellers who went on to 
build Europe’s biggest unau- 
thorised camp site. 

The retired scrap dealer of 
Nevendou Road, Wickford, 
says villagers blame him for 
what has happened at Grays 
Hill, but claims he had no 
choice. 

He said: “The council got 
what it deserved. 

“It ruined my business and 
left me with nothing. 

“I got ill with a brain haem- 
orrhage. The only people who 
would buy were travellers.” 

However he says he has 
been shocked by the scale of 
development and how much 
the media spotlight has been 
on Dale Farm ever since the 
land was sold. 

Mr Bucking says the coun- 
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cil devalued his property by 
allowing a traveller site to 
develop next to it, in Oak 
Lane, in the mid-Nineties. 

This site has since been 
granted planning permis- 
sion. 

The council served an 
enforcement order in the 
Eighties to stop him trading 
as a scrap yard, but failed to 
enforce the order. 

However, from the mid- 
Eighties, the council 
employed Mr Bocking to col- 
lect abandoned cars from 
around the district. 

After the contract was 
withdrawn, Mr Bocking 
claimed he should be given 
permission to continue trad- 
ing, because his scrap busi- 
ness had operated for more 
than ten years. 

He then warned the council 
he would have to sell to trav- 
ellers, but was still forced to 
close down. 

By 2002, he had sold most of 
the Dale Farm site traveller 
to John Sheridan, for 
£ 120 , 000 . 

Basildon Council leader 
Malcolm Buckley said Mr 
Bocking had been wrong to 
sell, knowing what the trav- 
ellers planned to do. 

Councils with integrity did 
not give into “blackmail or 
threats”, he added. 

He admitted an enforce- 
ment notice had served by a 
previous administration but 
never acted upon. 

He also admitted the coun- 
cil had gone on to employ Mr 
Bocking to collect abandoned 
cars. 



Our news teams 


Ads & deliveries 


4 

4 

10 

24&25 

26 

26-27 

27 

28 


SOUTHEND: 01702 321159 
BASILDON: 01268 469308 
CASTLE POINT: 01268 469308 
E-MAIL: echonews@nqe.com 
FAX: 01268 469281/01702 321157 
PICTURES: echopix@nqe.com 


HOME DELIVERY: 0800 9530227 or 
e-mail echo.deliveries@nqe.com 
DISPLAY ADVERTISING: 

01268 522792 or 01702 321150 
CLASSIFIEDS: 01268 533933 
PH0T0SALES: 01268 469336 


echo-news.co.uk 





